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  Printed on Recycled Paper 

March 19, 2021 
 
Mr. Eric Porter 
Associate Planner 
Lake County California Planning Department 
255 N. Forbes Street 
Lakeport, CA 95453 
Eric.Porter@lakecountyca.gov 
 
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR MAJOR USE PERMIT 20-23 – DATED 
MARCH 17, 2021 (STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER: 2021030364) 
 
Mr. Porter: 
 
The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) received a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (MND) for Major Use Permit 20-23 (Project).  The Lead Agency is receiving 
this notice from DTSC because the Project includes one or more of the following: 
groundbreaking activities, work in close proximity to a roadway, work in close proximity 
to mining or suspected mining or former mining activities, presence of site buildings that 
may require demolition or modifications, importation of backfill soil, and/or work on or in 
close proximity to an agricultural or former agricultural site.        
 
DTSC recommends that the following issues be evaluated in the MND Hazards and 
Hazardous Materials section: 

1. The MND should acknowledge the potential for historic or future activities on or 
near the project site to result in the release of hazardous wastes/substances on 
the project site.  In instances in which releases have occurred or may occur, 
further studies should be carried out to delineate the nature and extent of the 
contamination, and the potential threat to public health and/or the environment 
should be evaluated.  The MND should also identify the mechanism(s) to initiate 
any required investigation and/or remediation and the government agency who 
will be responsible for providing appropriate regulatory oversight. 

2. Refiners in the United States started adding lead compounds to gasoline in the 
1920s in order to boost octane levels and improve engine performance.  This 
practice did not officially end until 1992 when lead was banned as a fuel additive 
in California.  Tailpipe emissions from automobiles using leaded gasoline 
contained lead and resulted in aerially deposited lead (ADL) being deposited in 
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and along roadways throughout the state.  ADL-contaminated soils still exist 
along roadsides and medians and can also be found underneath some existing 
road surfaces due to past construction activities.  Due to the potential for 
ADL-contaminated soil DTSC, recommends collecting soil samples for lead 
analysis prior to performing any intrusive activities for the project described in 
the MND. 

3. If any sites within the project area or sites located within the vicinity of the project 
have been used or are suspected of having been used for mining activities, 
proper investigation for mine waste should be discussed in the MND.  DTSC 
recommends that any project sites with current and/or former mining operations 
onsite or in the project site area should be evaluated for mine waste according to 
DTSC’s 1998 Abandoned Mine Land Mines Preliminary Assessment Handbook 
(https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2018/11/aml_handbook.pdf). 

4. If buildings or other structures are to be demolished on any project sites included 
in the proposed project, surveys should be conducted for the presence of 
lead-based paints or products, mercury, asbestos containing materials, and 
polychlorinated biphenyl caulk.  Removal, demolition and disposal of any of the 
above-mentioned chemicals should be conducted in compliance with California 
environmental regulations and policies.  In addition, sampling near current and/or 
former buildings should be conducted in accordance with DTSC’s 2006 Interim 
Guidance Evaluation of School Sites with Potential Contamination from Lead 
Based Paint, Termiticides, and Electrical Transformers 
(https://dtsc.ca.gov/wpcontent/uploads/sites/31/2018/09/Guidance_Lead_  
Contamination_050118.pdf). 

5. If any projects initiated as part of the proposed project require the importation of 
soil to backfill any excavated areas, proper sampling should be conducted to 
ensure that the imported soil is free of contamination.  DTSC recommends the 
imported materials be characterized according to DTSC’s 2001 Information 
Advisory Clean Imported Fill Material (https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/sites/31/2018/09/SMP_FS_Cleanfill-Schools.pdf). 

6. If any sites included as part of the proposed project have been used for 
agricultural, weed abatement or related activities, proper investigation for 
organochlorinated pesticides should be discussed in the MND.  DTSC 
recommends the current and former agricultural lands be evaluated in 
accordance with DTSC’s 2008 Interim Guidance for Sampling Agricultural 
Properties (Third Revision) (https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/sites/31/2018/09/Ag-Guidance-Rev-3-August-7-2008-2.pdf). 

 
DTSC appreciates the opportunity to comment on the MND.  Should you need any 
assistance with an environmental investigation, please submit a request for Lead 
Agency Oversight Application, which can be found at: https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-



 
Mr. Eric Porter 
March 19, 2021 
Page 3 
 
 

 

content/uploads/sites/31/2018/09/VCP_App-1460.doc.  Additional information regarding 
voluntary agreements with DTSC can be found at: https://dtsc.ca.gov/brownfields/.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at (916) 255-3710 or via email at 
Gavin.McCreary@dtsc.ca.gov. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Gavin McCreary 
Project Manager 
Site Evaluation and Remediation Unit 
Site Mitigation and Restoration Program 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
 
 
cc: (via email) 
 
 Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 

State Clearinghouse 
State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov 
 
Mr. Dave Kereazis 
Office of Planning & Environmental Analysis 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Dave.Kereazis@dtsc.ca.gov 
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December 7, 2023 
 

Mary Claybon, Assistant Planner II 
Lake County Community Development Department 
Courthouse – 255 North Forbes Street 
Lakeport, CA 95453 
(707) 263-2221 
mary.claybon@lakecountyca.gov 

Gavin Newsom 
Governor 

 
Nicole Elliott 

Director 

 

Re: Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (SCH No. 2023110212) – Major Use Permit 
MUP 20-23, IS 20-26 Vann Ranch Project 

 
Dear Ms. Claybon: 

 
Thank you for providing the California Department of Cannabis Control (DCC) the opportunity to 
comment on the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) prepared by Lake County 
for the proposed Vann Ranch Project (Proposed Project). 

 
DCC has jurisdiction over the issuance of licenses to commercial cannabis businesses. DCC may 
issue a cultivation license to a business that meets all licensing requirements, and where the local 
jurisdiction authorizes these activities. (Bus. & Prof. Code, § 26012(a).) All commercial cannabis 
businesses within California require a license from DCC. For more information pertaining to 
commercial cannabis business license requirements, including DCC regulations, please visit: 
https://cannabis.ca.gov/cannabis-laws/dcc-regulations/. 

 

DCC expects to be a Responsible Agency for this project under the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) because the project will need to obtain one or more annual cultivation licenses 
from DCC. In order to ensure that the amended IS/MND is sufficient for DCC’s needs at that time, 
DCC requests that a copy of the document, revised to respond to the comments provided in this 
letter, and a signed Notice of Determination be provided to the applicant, so the applicant can 
include them with the application package it submits to DCC. This should apply not only to this 
Project, but to all future CEQA documents related to cannabis business applications in Lake 
County. 

 
DCC offers the following comments concerning the IS/MND. 

 
General Comments (GCs) 

 
GC 1: Proposed Project Description 

 
Certain comments provided in the specific comment table below relate to the need for additional 
detail regarding the description of the Proposed Project. In general, a more detailed project
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description would be helpful to DCC. The following information would make the IS/MND more 
informative: 

 
1) The types of equipment anticipated for operations and maintenance activities; 
2) Description of facility operations and maintenance, including: 

a. Any water efficiency equipment that would be used; and 
b. Details about proposed landscaping. 

3) The source (equipment) and amounts of energy expected to be used in operating the 
cultivation facility, including any energy management and efficiency features incorporated into 
the Proposed Project. 

 
Additionally, the site plans that are provided in the IS/MND are not included at a resolution or 
scale that would allow the reviewer to understand the general location and surrounding features, 
or to visualize the layout of existing and proposed features of the Project.  

 
GC 2: Acknowledgement of DCC Regulations 

 
The IS/MND does not acknowledge that the project would require one or more cannabis 
cultivation licenses from DCC. The document could be improved if it acknowledged that DCC is 
responsible for licensing, regulation, and enforcement of commercial cannabis business activities,  
as defined in the Medicinal and Adult Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (MAUCRSA) and 
DCC regulations related to cannabis cultivation and distribution (Bus. & Prof. Code, § 26012(a)). 
In particular, the analysis could benefit from discussion of the protections for environmental 
resources provided by DCC’s cultivation and distribution regulations. The impact analysis for each 
of the following resource topics could be further supported by a discussion of the effects of state 
regulations on reducing the severity of impacts for each applicable topic: 

 

 Aesthetics (See 4 California Code of Regulations §16304(a).) 
 Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions (See §§ 15020(e); 16304(a)(4); 16305; 

16306.) 
 Biological Resources (See §§ 15006(i); 15011(a)(11); 16304(a).) 
 Cultural Resources (See § 16304(a)(3).) 
 Energy (See §§ 15006(h)(6); 15011(a)(5); 15020(e); 16305; 16306.) 
 Hazards and Hazardous Materials (See §§ 15006(h)(5)(c); 15011(a)(4); 15011(a)(12); 

16304(a)(5)); 16307; 16310.) 
 Hydrology and Water Quality (See §§ 15006(h); 15011(a)(3); 15011(a)(7); 15011(a)(11); 

16304(a(1); 16307; 16311.) 
 Noise (See §§ 16304(a)(4); 16306.) 
 Public Services (See §§15011(a)(10); 15036; 15042.) 
 Utilities and Service Systems (See §§ 16311; 17223.) 
 Wildfire (See § 15011(a)(10).) 
 Cumulative Impacts (related to the above topics) 

 
GC 3: Evaluation of Cumulative Impacts 

 
It is important for CEQA analysis to consider the cumulative impacts of commercial cannabis 
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business activities in Lake County. Of particular importance are topics for which the impacts of 
individual projects may be less than significant, but where individual projects may make a 
considerable contribution to a significant cumulative impact. These topics include, but are not 
limited to: 

 

 cumulative impacts from groundwater diversions on the health of the underlying aquifer, 
including impacts on other users and impacts on stream-related resources connected to 
the aquifer; 

 cumulative impacts related to noise; 
 cumulative impacts related to transportation; and 
 cumulative impacts related to air quality and objectionable odors. 

 
The IS/MND would be improved by acknowledging and analyzing the potential for cumulative 
impacts resulting from the Project coupled with other commercial cannabis business projects 
being processed by the County and any other reasonably foreseeable projects in Lake County 
that could contribute to cumulative impacts similar to those of the Project. 
 
GC 4: Site-Specific Reports and Studies 

 
The IS/MND references several project-specific plans, studies, and reports, including a Property 
Management Plan, Site Management Plan, Nitrogen Management Plan, Erosion and Sediment 
Control Site Plan, Commercial Building Site Grading and Drainage Improvement Plan, and Air 
Quality Management Plan. To ensure that DCC has supporting documentation for the IS/MND, 
DCC requests that the County advise applicants to provide copies of all project-specific plans and 
supporting documentation with their state application package for an annual cultivation license to 
DCC. 

 
Specific Comments and Recommendations 

 
In addition to the general comments provide above, DCC provides the following specific 
comments regarding the analysis in the IS/MND. 
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Comment 
No. 

Section 
Nos. 

Page 
No(s). 

Resource Topic(s) DCC Comments and Recommendations 

1 N/A 4 Description of Project The IS/MND would be improved if it provided an analysis of 
potential impacts resulting from Proposed Project 
operations. This could include an analysis of impacts 
resulting from increased light, noise, vehicles, or heavy 
machinery. 
 

2 
 

N/A 8 Description of Project The IS/MND would be more informative if it listed DCC as 
the agency responsible for issuing a state cannabis 
cultivation license.  
 

3 I. 12-13 Aesthetics The IS/MND would be improved if it referenced DCC’s 
requirements that all outdoor lighting for security purposes 
must be shielded and downward facing, and that lights used 
in mixed-light cultivation activities must be fully shielded 
from sunset to sunrise to avoid nighttime glare (Cal. Code 
Regs., tit. 4 §§ 16304 (6) and (7)). 
 

4 VIII. 33-34 Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions 

The IS/MND would be improved if it quantified the projected 
emissions of the Proposed Project from each phase of 
development and provided an analysis of how the projected 
emissions relate to a specific threshold of significance. 
 

5 XVIII. 52-53 Tribal Cultural 
Resources 

The IS/MND would be improved if it referenced state 
requirements that ground disturbing work must be halted in 
the event of inadvertent discovery of Tribal Cultural 
Resources. (Health and Safety Code § 7050.5; Public 
Resources Code §§ 5097.94, 5097.98 and 5097.99). 
 

6 N/A 59 Source List The Source List would be improved if it provided additional 
information regarding some of the references. For 
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Comment 
No. 

Section 
Nos. 

Page 
No(s). 

Resource Topic(s) DCC Comments and Recommendations 

referenced documents, the author, title, and date of each 
document could be provided. For personal communications, 
the agency or organization, person contacted, date of 
contact, and method of contact should be provided. For 
websites, the URL and date visited should be provided. In 
addition, sources that are project-related studies could be 
made available via weblink or as attachments.  
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Conclusion 

DCC appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the IS/MND for the Proposed Project. 
If you have any questions about our comments or wish to discuss them, please contact Kevin 
Ponce, Senior Environmental Scientist Supervisor, at (916) 247-1659 or via e-mail at 
Kevin.Ponce@cannabis.ca.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Lindsay Rains 
Licensing Program Manager 
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