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Memorandum

Date: February 6, 2024

To: The Honorable Lake County Board of Supervisors

From: Rob Howe, Sheriff/Coroner

Subject: (a) Approve Purchase of Law Enforcement Night Vision Binocular and Helmet
Mounts; and (b) Authorize the Sheriff to issue a Purchase Order

Executive Summary: During the past year the Lake County Sheriff’s Office, Crisis Response Team
(CRT) has tested and evaluated several monocular and binocular night vision devices. CRT tested
the devices in training environments and has deployed the devices in two critical incident responses,
one during a mutual aid request and one in the City of Clearlake. Both incidents required the rapid
response of CRT and required the team to work in near dark conditions. The use of the devices
during the Clearlake incident assist in the safe apprehension of a homicide suspect who fled the
residence and was located by two deputies with the use of the night vision devices. The use of night
vision devices during this incident was paramount to the safety of team members and the community.

It is the intent of the Sheriff’s Office to assign the purchased night vision devices to each CRT
member. These devices will be utilized not only during CRT responses, but during incidents requiring
the search for missing or wanted persons during night or low light conditions. The purchase and
utilization of the night vision devices will greatly enhance the safety of Sheriff’s Office deputies, safety
of the community and service we provided to our community.

The purchase, possession, and use of the night vision binoculars does not meet the definition
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of “military equipment”, defined under 7070 California Government Code, (AB481).

The Sheriff’s Office completed a sealed bid process, posted the Request for Quote on the
Sheriff’s website, County website, and sent the RFQ to seven known vendors. The Sheriff’s Office
received four bids. Two bids did not meet the bid specifications. Night Vision 4 Less was the lowest
bid meeting the bid specifications at $106,981.88, for ten ARNVG Omni XIII un-filmed night vision
devices and ten L4 G24 Helmet mounts. The Sheriff’s Office intends to utilize asset forfeiture funds
for the purchase of the ten-night vision devices and helmet mounts.

The Sheriff’s Office recommends the Board of Supervisors accept the bid from Night Vision 4
Less and authorize the Sheriff to sign a purchase order, not to exceed $120,000, for ten ARNVG
Omni XIII un-filmed night vision devices and ten L4 G24 Helmet mounts to be paid from the Sheriff’s
Asset Forfeiture budget 2214. Funds for this purchase are being approved as part of the mid-year
budget update.

If not budgeted, fill in the blanks below only:

Estimated Cost: ________ Amount Budgeted: _120,000__ Additional Requested: ________ Future Annual Cost: ________

Purchasing Considerations (check all that apply): ☒ Not applicable
☐ Fully Article X. <https://library.municode.com/ca/lake_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH2AD_ARTXPU_S2-
38EXCOBI>- and/or Consultant Selection Policy <http://lcnet.co.lake.ca.us/Assets/Intranet/Policy/Policies+$!
26+Procedures+Manual/Ch4_2021v2.pdf>-Compliant (describe process undertaken in “Executive Summary”)
☐ Section 2-38 <https://library.municode.com/ca/lake_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH2AD_ARTXPU_S2-
38EXCOBI> Exemption from Competitive Bidding (rationale in “Executive Summary,” attach documentation, as needed)
☐ For Technology Purchases: Vetted and Supported by the Technology Governance Committee
<http://lcnet.co.lake.ca.us/Assets/Intranet/Intranet+Forms/Information+Technology/AdvPlan.pdf> (“Yes,” if checked)
☐ Other (Please describe in Executive Summary)

Consistency with Vision 2028 <http://www.lakecountyca.gov/Government/Directory/Administration/Visioning/Vision2028.htm>

(check all that apply): ☒ Not applicable
☐ Well-being of Residents ☐ Public Safety ☐ Disaster Prevention, Preparedness, Recovery
☐ Economic Development ☐ Infrastructure ☐ County Workforce
☐ Community Collaboration ☐ Business Process Efficiency ☐ Clear Lake

Recommended Action: (a) Approve Purchase of Law Enforcement Night Vision Binocular and
Helmet Mounts; and (b) Authorize the Sheriff to issue a Purchase Order.
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