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Memorandum

Date: February 6, 2024

To: The Honorable Lake County Board of Supervisors

From: Scott De Leon, Water Resources Director and Angela De Palma-Dow, Program
Coordinator Water Resources

Subject: (Sitting as Board of Directors Lake County Watershed Protection District) Adopt
Resolution Approving the Application for Grant Funds from the Wildlife
Conservation Board for the Hitch Habitat Improvement Planning and Assessment
for Tule Lake, Scotts Creek and Adobe Creek Project not to exceed $2,730,970

Executive Summary:

Staff is requesting the Board of Directors of the Lake County Watershed Protection District (District)

approve and authorize the District to submit a resolution approving the application to the California

Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB), for funds to conduct a Clear Lake hitch (Lavinia exilicauda chi)

“Habitat Improvement Planning and Assessment for Tule Lake, Scotts Creek and Adobe Creek”. This

item will both satisfy actions identified in the BOS Declared Emergency for the Clear Lake Hitch and

actions identified in the US Fish and Wildlife Service Hitch Conservation Strategy.

This item is not anticipated to be controversial; therefore, we are requesting this item be placed on

the consent agenda.
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In September 2023, the District provided a support letter for this grant application, and since that time

the grant application has received WCB Staff Recommendation to be approved by the Wildlife

Conservation Board at their February 15th, 2024 board meeting.

This project includes tribal and professional partners from Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians,

Flowwest Consulting, Scotts Valley Band of Pomo Indians, and Habematolel Pomo of Upper Lake.

While this project is focused on assessments and planning, the products from this project will provide

substantial footing for the District to be competitive for future implementation funds from state or

federal sources. This project is designed so that we can apply for implementation funding in

2026/2027.

The total cost of the grant request would not exceed $2.731 Million dollars, with an approximate

contributions from the District, other partners and sources of approximately $595,000.

If not budgeted, fill in the blanks below only:

Estimated Cost: ________ Amount Budgeted: ________ Additional Requested: ________ Future Annual Cost: ________

Purchasing Considerations (check all that apply): ☐ Not applicable
☐ Fully Article X. <https://library.municode.com/ca/lake_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH2AD_ARTXPU_S2-
38EXCOBI>- and/or Consultant Selection Policy <http://lcnet.co.lake.ca.us/Assets/Intranet/Policy/Policies+$!
26+Procedures+Manual/Ch4_2021v2.pdf>-Compliant (describe process undertaken in “Executive Summary”)
☐ Section 2-38 <https://library.municode.com/ca/lake_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH2AD_ARTXPU_S2-
38EXCOBI> Exemption from Competitive Bidding (rationale in “Executive Summary,” attach documentation, as needed)
☐ For Technology Purchases: Vetted and Supported by the Technology Governance Committee
<http://lcnet.co.lake.ca.us/Assets/Intranet/Intranet+Forms/Information+Technology/AdvPlan.pdf> (“Yes,” if checked)
☐ Other (Please describe in Executive Summary)

Consistency with Vision 2028 <http://www.lakecountyca.gov/Government/Directory/Administration/Visioning/Vision2028.htm>

(check all that apply): ☐ Not applicable
☐ Well-being of Residents ☐ Public Safety ☐ Disaster Prevention, Preparedness, Recovery
☐ Economic Development ☐ Infrastructure ☐ County Workforce
☒ Community Collaboration ☐ Business Process Efficiency ☒ Clear Lake

Recommended Action: (Sitting as Board of Directors Lake County Watershed Protection District)
Adopt Resolution Approving the Application for Grant Funds from the Wildlife Conservation Board for
the Hitch Habitat Improvement Planning and Assessment for Tule Lake, Scotts Creek and Adobe
Creek Project not to exceed $2,730,970.
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