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July 25, 2023 
 
 
Nancy Ward, Director  
California Governor's Office of Emergency Services  
3650 Schriever Avenue  
Mather, CA 95655 
 
Subject: Approve Waiver of Local Match under the California Disaster Assistance Act 
 
Dear Director Ward, 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the County of Lake to request State assistance to mitigate Pervasive 
Tree Mortality in Lake County. On May 2, 2022, the Lake County Board of Supervisors proclaimed the 
existence of a local emergency due to tree mortality pursuant to Section 6-5 of the Lake County Code.  
  
As you will recall, we delayed submitting our official CDAA application while vetting potential sources 
of funding to meet the 25% match requirement.  To date, these efforts have included preparing grant 
applications and speaking to our State and Federal and Legislative delegations, representatives from 
State Agencies (including Peter Crase, since retired, and David Gillings, since retired, from CalOES 
and representatives from CAL FIRE regarding historical funding opportunities), natural resources- and 
wildfire-focused staff from County advocacy organizations, and peers from other Counties facing Tree 
Mortality.  
 
In recent years, the problem has exponentially worsened, and even the relatively wet winter and spring 
seasons we experienced cannot be expected to materially stem the growth of Tree Mortality in Lake 
County. 
 
You will be aware, the United States Forest Service has conducted Aerial Surveys in 2019, 2021 
and 2022 (no directly comparable survey was conducted in 2020).   
 
In 2019, USFS estimated 1,000 Lake County acres were afflicted by Tree Mortality.  The 
estimated number of dead trees was 3,000. 
  
Those estimates have exponentially grown in the time since: 

• 2019 – 1,000 Acres, 3,000 dead trees 
• 2021 - 21,000 Acres, 331,000 dead trees 
• 2022 - 31,000 Acres, 590,000 dead trees 

 
There are at least 22,000 dead trees along County responsibility roadways and evacuation routes in the 
southern portion of the County alone; remediating those is a matter of the utmost urgency.  
 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd700810.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd985397.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd1088611.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd700810.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd985397.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd1088611.pdf


 
 
Further delay can only be expected to deepen this growing crisis, and it is necessary to focus initial 
efforts on dead and dying trees posing the greatest risk to life and property.   
 
Lake County has been struck by 18 disasters since 2015. You, personally, Director Ward, and CalOES 
have been a great support to Lake County in navigating complexities associated with multiple wildfires, 
extreme drought, severe storms, and low-elevation snow.  Your collaboration is critical. 
 
Our limited County resources (staff, available discretionary funds and infrastructure capacity) are 
severely depleted; offering even a portion of what is required to meet a CDAA match is effectively 
impossible for an emergency of this scale.   
 
Nonetheless, taking remedial and mitigative action is urgent and necessary, and clearly in the broader 
State interest; recent events have certainly taught us that wildfires do not observe jurisdictional 
boundaries. 
  
Please accept this letter and the accompanying application as Lake County’s request for local 
government assistance under the authority of the California Disaster Assistance Act (CDAA), California 
Government Code Section 8680 et seq and California Code of Regulations, Title 19, Section 2900 et 
seq.  
 
Furthermore, Lake County requests a waiver of the match requirement.  
 
Attached are a 1-pager, collecting just some of the effects of Tree Mortality in Lake County, to date, and 
the most recent USFS/USDA aerial survey report. 
 
With CalOES’ partnership, Lake can be a model for California Counties with severe resource limitations 
and without well-established timber industry pushing back against this terrible climate change-informed 
crisis. 
  
We appreciate your timely attention to this matter and can be reached for any questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lake County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
____________________________ 
Jessica Pyska, Chair  
 
 
 
CC:  Ryan Buras, Deputy Director of Recovery 

John Catching, Program Manager III, Public Assistance Office 
Robert Larsen, Program Manager II, Public Assistance Office 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jessica Pyska (Jul 26, 2023 16:56 PDT)
Jessica Pyska

https://lakecounty.na2.echosign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAA8C-DO6YMo6UoVLQW3wigiJfA5K5wCWa0
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