
Attachment 6 



Department of 
Cannabis Control 
C A L I F O R N I A  

May 16, 2023 

Andrew Amelung, Program Manager 
Lake County Community Development Department 
Courthouse - 255 North Forbes Street 
Lakeport, CA 95453 
CannabisCEQA@lakecountyca.gov 

Gavin Newsom 
Governor 

Nicole Elliott 
Director 

Re: Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for Sky High Farms; Use Permit (UP 21-27), 
Initial Study IS 21-27 (SCH No. 2023040523) 

Dear Mr. Amelung: 

Thank you for providing the California Department of Cannabis Control (DCC) the opportunity to 
comment on the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) prepared by the County of 
Lake for the proposed Sky High Farms (Proposed Project). 

DCC has jurisdiction over the issuance of licenses to cultivate, propagate, and process 
commercial cannabis in California. DCC issues licenses to outdoor, indoor, and mixed-light 
cannabis cultivators, cannabis nurseries, cannabis processor facilities, and distribution facilities, 
where the local jurisdiction authorizes these activities. (Bus. & Prof. Code, § 26012(a).) All 
commercial cannabis businesses within California require a license from DCC. For more 
information pertaining to commercial cannabis business license requirements, including DCC 
regulations, please visit: https://cannabis.ca.gov/cannabis-laws/dcc-regulations/. 

DCC expects to be a Responsible Agency for this project under the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) because the project will need to obtain one or more annual cultivation licenses 
from DCC. In order to ensure that the IS/MND is sufficient for DCC's needs at that time, DCC 
requests that a copy of the IS/MND, revised to respond to the comments provided in this letter, 
and a signed Notice of Determination be provided to the applicant, so the applicant can include 
them with the application package it submits to DCC. This should apply not only to this Proposed 
Project, but to all future CEQA documents related to cannabis cultivation applications in Lake 
County. 

DCC offers the following comments concerning the IS/MND. 

General Comments (GCs) 

GC 1: Proposed Project Description 

Certain comments provided in the specific comment table below relate to the need for additional 
detail regarding the description of the Proposed Project. In general, a more detailed project 
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Administrative Law (OAL) and in some cases, the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (USEPA). Basin Plan amendments only become effective after 
they have been approved by the OAL and in some cases, the USEPA. Every three 
(3) years, a review of the Basin Plan is completed that assesses the appropriateness
of existing standards and evaluates and prioritizes Basin Planning issues. For more
information on the Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento and San Joaquin
River Basins, please visit our website:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water issues/basin plans/

Antidegradation Considerations 
All wastewater discharges must comply with the Antidegradation Policy (State Water 
Board Resolution 68-16) and the Antidegradation Implementation Policy contained in 
the Basin Plan. The Antidegradation Implementation Policy is available on page 74 
at: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water issues/basin plans/sacsjr 2018 
05.pdf

In part it states: 

Any discharge of waste to high quality waters must apply best practicable treatment 
or control not only to prevent a condition of pollution or nuisance from occurring, but 
also to maintain the highest water quality possible consistent with the maximum 
benefit to the people of the State. 
This information must be presented as an analysis of the impacts and potential 
impacts of the discharge on water quality, as measured by background 
concentrations and applicable water quality objectives. 
The antidegradation analysis is a mandatory element in the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System and land discharge Waste Discharge Requirements 
(WDRs) permitting processes. The environmental review document should evaluate 
potential impacts to both surface and groundwater quality. 

II. Permitting Requirements
Cannabis General Order
Cannabis cultivation operations are required to obtain coverage under the State
Water Resources Control Board's General Waste Discharge Requirements and
Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges of Waste Associated with 
Cannabis Cultivation Activities Order No. WQ 2017-0023-DWQ (the Cannabis
General Order). Cultivators that divert and store surface water (stream, lake,
subterranean stream, etc.) to irrigate cannabis also need a valid water right.

The Water Boards Cannabis Cultivation Programs offer an easy-to-use online Portal
for cultivators to apply for both Cannabis General Order coverage and a Cannabis
Small Irrigation Use Registration (SIUR) water right, if needed. Visit the Water
Boards Cannabis Cultivation Programs Portal at: 
https://public2. waterboards.ca.gov/CGO
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