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April	20,	2026	
	
	
Board	of	Supervisors	
Lake	County	
255	N	Forbes	Street	
Lakeport,	CA	95453	
	
Re:	Agenda	Item	6.9	Consideration	of	Legislative	Position	Letters	on:	(A)	AB	2494	
(Rogers)	-	State	Forests:	Forest	Management	
	
Dear	Supervisors,	
	
On	behalf	of	the	Tribal	Nations	of	Lake	County	on	the	Intertribal	Sinkyone	Wilderness	
Council,	please	support	AB	2494	(Rogers)	Modernizing	Our	State	Forests.	This	bill	not	only	
aims	to	bring	tribal	co-management	to	state	forests,	but	also	seeks	to	prioritize	wildfire	
resilience	projects	and	biodiversity	conservation	to	our	precious	public	forest	lands	
managed	by	the	State.		
	
For	nearly	80	years,	the	State	Demonstration	Forest	System	demonstrated	commercial	
timber	production	to	forest	landowners	while	serving	as	places	for	research.	The	system	
was	created	at	a	time	when	tribes	were	actively	prevented	from	implementing	traditional	
stewardship	practices	and	many	believed	California’s	forest	resources	were	inexhaustible.	
Today,	California	has	enacted	stronger	laws	and	safeguards	to	prevent	destructive	logging	
practices	and	policies	that	encourage	tribal	stewardship—yet	the	Demonstration	Forests’	
legal	framework	remains	dangerously	outdated,	continuing	to	emphasize	industrial	timber	
production	and	constraining	these	forests	from	delivering	the	full	suite	of	benefits	they	
should	provide	to	all	Californians.	
	
As	you	know,	Boggs	Mountain	Demonstration	State	Forest	is	located	within	Lake	County	
and	burned	almost	entirely	in	the	2015	Valley	Fire.	A	variety	of	factors,	including	hotter,	
drier	climates,	pests	and	disease,	and	historic	fire	suppression	have	led	to	California	
communities	experiencing	catastrophic	fires.	This	bill	aims	to	protect	forests	by	not	only	
repairing	broken	ecosystems	but	also	by	implementing	more	fire	resiliency	projects	that	
can	be	studied	and	applied	to	a	variety	of	landowners.	In	particular,	our	Council	is	
interested	in	being	able	to	implement	traditional	ecological	knowledge,	including	cultural	
fire,	to	make	forests	more	resilient.		
	
Current	and	new	research	on	post-fire	forest	recovery	and	post-fire	conditions	will	be	
supported	under	the	bill,	as	well	as	timber	operations	meant	to	recover	the	forest	to	its	
pre-fire	condition.	This	bill	also	emphasizes	recreation	and	outdoor	access	as	a	primary	use	
of	all	state	forests,	allowing	CAL	FIRE	to	focus	on	providing	quality	infrastructure.	The	bill	
provides	a	stable	funding	source	by	allowing	CAL	FIRE	to	draw	from	the	Timber	Regulation	
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and	Forest	Restoration	Fund,	which	had	so	much	excess	funding	last	year	that	the	State	
appropriated	$120	million	dollars	from	it	to	provide	Forest	Health	and	Wildfire	Prevention	
Grants.	
	
This	bill	only	applies	to	state	lands,	not	private	lands,	but	will	show	that	wildfire	resilience	
and	biodiversity	projects	can	be	commercially	viable	and	of	great	benefit	to	creating	fire	
safe	communities.	Lake	County	will	be	positively	impacted	by	the	bill,	bringing	more	
funding	for	restoration	projects	and	stability	to	current	operations,	rather	than	relying	
solely	on	timber	harvest	revenue	from	other	state	forests.	We	are	also	supporting	this	bill	
as	it	will	allow	Tribal	Nations	to	have	a	greater	role	in	forest	management	by	implementing	
traditional	ecological	knowledge	through	co-management	approaches.	Inclusion	of	Tribes	
in	forest	management	is	critical	to	ensuring	that	safety	is	implemented	and	that	rural	
economies	reliant	on	forestry	or	outdoor	tourism	are	able	to	grow	in	an	equitable	manner.	
Enclosed	for	your	reference	is	a	resolution	passed	by	our	Council	in	support	of	AB	2494.		
	
Sincerely,	
	

Buffie Campbell 
	
Buffie	Campell,	Executive	Director	
Intertribal	Sinkyone	Wilderness	Council	
buffiecampbell@sinkyone.org	
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