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Introduction: Established in 2015 and located in Fairfield, California, the American Armory 
Museum (AAM) is a dedicated institution committed to preserving and educating visitors about 
the profound history of the United States military. The museum was founded by Mr. Herm 
Rowland Sr., affectionately known as "Mr. Jelly Belly" for his long-standing association with the 
iconic candy company. Mr. Rowland's deep respect and admiration for the military inspired him 
to create AAM as a place where the public can learn about and honor the bravery and dedication 
of service members throughout American history. Today, AAM stands as a beacon of military 
heritage, offering a comprehensive journey through time with its extensive collections of military 
vehicles, armaments, and educational exhibits.  

Mission and Purpose: The core mission of AAM is to educate visitors about the critical 
contributions and sacrifices made by the U.S. military throughout history. By curating and 
presenting a diverse range of exhibits, the museum aims to foster a deeper understanding and 
appreciation of military heritage, emphasizing the enduring significance of those who have 
served and continue to protect our freedoms. 

Collections and Exhibits: The American Armory Museum’s collections span a wide range of 
historical periods, providing a comprehensive look into the development of military technology 
and its impact on warfare. The museum's exhibits are meticulously curated to highlight the 
advancements in military vehicles, firearms, and personal equipment, each with a story to tell 
about the men and women who used them. 

1. Military Vehicles: One of the standout features of AAM is its impressive collection of 
military vehicles, each representing a crucial aspect of mechanized warfare across 
different eras.  

2. Small Arms and Ordnance: AAM’s collection of small arms and ordnance offers an in-
depth look into the weaponry used by American forces through the centuries. 

3. Uniforms and Equipment: Beyond weaponry, AAM presents a detailed array of 
uniforms, gear, and personal artifacts that provide insight into the lives of service 
members.  

Educational Initiatives: AAM extends its educational mission through a variety of programs and 
resources designed to engage visitors and deepen their understanding of military history. The 
museum offers: 

 Guided Tours: Expert-led tours provide in-depth insights into the exhibits, offering 
historical context and personal stories behind the artifacts. 
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 Educational Videos and Multimedia: Interactive displays and multimedia presentations 
enrich the visitor experience, making history accessible and engaging. 

 Outreach Programs: Tailored for students, veterans, and community groups, these 
programs aim to inspire and educate by bringing the museum’s resources directly to the 
public. 

Community Engagement and Support: As a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, the American 
Armory Museum relies on the generous support of donors, members, and volunteers to maintain 
its operations and expand its educational offerings. Contributions play a vital role in preserving 
the museum’s collections and ensuring the ongoing delivery of high-quality educational 
experiences. 

Supporting AAM not only helps preserve our military heritage but also allows the museum to 
continue honoring the service and sacrifices of those who have defended our nation. 

Legal and Administrative Acknowledgements: The American Armory Museum is proud to 
maintain its compliance and recognition as a non-profit organization. Attached to this document, 
you will find: 

 AAM's Exempt Acknowledgement Letter from the Franchise Tax Board: This letter 
confirms AAM's status as a tax-exempt entity under California state law, supporting its 
operations and educational mission without the burden of state income tax. 

 AAM's Statement of Information from the Secretary of State: This statement provides 
official documentation of AAM's current status and operational details, ensuring 
transparency and regulatory compliance as required by the state of California. 

These documents reinforce AAM’s commitment to operational integrity and its role as a trusted 
educational institution dedicated to preserving military history. 

Conclusion: The American Armory Museum is a vital institution dedicated to preserving the 
legacy of the U.S. military. Through its diverse collections and engaging exhibits, AAM provides 
an educational and inspirational experience for all visitors. By bridging the past with the present, 
the museum ensures that the stories of bravery and sacrifice that have shaped our history are 
remembered and appreciated by future generations. 

For more information about AAM's exhibits, educational programs, and ways to support, please 
visit americanarmorymuseum.org or contact us directly at (707) 389-6846. 

 


