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June 12, 2025 
 
 
 
Via E-Mail Only (Eddie.Crandell@lakecountyca.gov, helen.owen@lakecountyca.gov, 
Bruno.Sabatier@lakecountyca.gov, brad.Rasmussen@lakecountyca.gov, 
Jessica.Pyska@lakecountyca.gov)  
 
Chair Eddie Crandell and Supervisors 
County of Lake 
Board of Supervisors 
255 N Forbes Street, 109 
Lakeport, CA 95453 
 

Re: Cannabis Use Permit Appeal (UP 20-50) – Pillsbury Family Farms, Inc. 
Our File No. 45052 

Dear Chair Crandell and Supervisors: 

I write as counsel for Pillsbury Family Farms, Inc. (the “Farm”) regarding the above-
referenced cannabis Major Use Permit (“MUP”) appeal.  We wish to update you on recent 
corrective actions taken by the Farm and demonstrate why revocation of its MUP is not 
warranted.  As stated in our April 3, 2025, appeal and as further demonstrated below, our client 
has been proactive in addressing the issues raised by the Planning Commission and Community 
Development Director and we believe this Board should not uphold the Commission’s 
revocation.  

We respectfully ask that the Board consider the following developments: 

1. Leadership Change – Resignation of Justin Quayle:  

 One of the reasons the Planning Commission voted to revoke the MUP is the prior 
disqualification of Justin Quayle, a former officer and director of the Farm.  On April 1, 2025, 
Justin resigned from his roles as an officer and director of the Farm.  A copy of the Resignation is 
attached as Exhibit 1.  The Directors of the Farm promptly held a Special Meeting on April 1, 
2025, and the Board of Directors accepted Mr. Quayle’s resignation and appointed another 
person as officer and director in his place.  A copy of the Special Meeting of Directors is attached 
as Exhibit 2.  An updated Statement of Information was filed with the California Secretary of 
State, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit 3. 
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 Mr. Quayle has since completed his onboarding training at the Green Ox distribution 
center in Eureka, where he is now employed as a sales representative.  A copy of Mr. Quayle’s 
new job description is attached as Exhibit 4. 

 Mr. Quayle no longer holds an official position with the Farm. The LiveScan results for 
John Evans, CEO, and Skiela Laiwa, CFO and Secretary, are clean and these remaining officers 
are not disqualified. Thus, the Farm’s leadership is in full compliance with all regulatory 
requirements. 

2. Expungement of Record and Background Clearance:  

 Justin has also taken significant steps to rectify the background check issue that also was 
a basis for revocation.  He petitioned the Sonoma County Superior Court for expungement of his 
prior criminal records, and the expungement was granted on April 4, 2025.  The orders of the 
Court are attached as Exhibit 5.  

 Justin’s rehabilitative steps and contributions to the community are bolstered by 
numerous letters of support submitted during his expungement process.  Community members 
and industry peers attested to Justin’s positive contributions and personal growth.  Copies of 
those letters are attached as Exhibit 6.  Supporters highlighted Justin’s contributions to the legal 
cannabis market (for example, playing a major role in transitioning cultivation into the regulated 
market), his sincere rehabilitation and law-abiding behavior since his prior incident, and his 
volunteer work and community service in Lake County.  These letters attest to the responsible, 
hardworking, and dedicated young man that Justin embodies. 

 Importantly, in an email dated February 7, 2025, Director Mireya Turner acknowledged 
that the County was “giving [Justin] a little more time to work out [his] background 
disqualification with the Sheriff’s Department,” and that the Department had opted not to pursue 
revocation at that time based on those ongoing efforts.  That email is attached as Exhibit 7. Justin 
took that allowance to heart and that time has now been well-used: he gave up his corporate roles 
and successfully expunged his record, thus removing any basis for disqualification.  The Farm 
respectfully submits that these corrective steps close the issue entirely and reflect the exact type 
of good-faith compliance the County encouraged. 

 In light of these efforts and the Court’s approval of his expungement, Justin’s past issues 
have been resolved, and he poses no risk or barrier to the Farm’s compliant operations. 

3. Proactive Compliance Measures in 2022:  

 The Farm has a proven record of cooperation with county regulations.  In 2022, at the 
direction of the County, the Farm initiated an abatement of its crop following a severe snowstorm 
that damaged its cultivation area.  Out of an abundance of caution and commitment to 
compliance, the Farm disposed of the affected cannabis plants in accordance with County 
expectations.  This was later confirmed by Director Turner who stated in a disclosed recorded 
meeting held on November 2, 2023, “[t]he snow disturbed or destroyed the crop and you cleaned 
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it up and threw it out and disposed of it” and that “we did not need to go forward.  It was self-
abated by the permittee.”  A transcript of that meeting is attached as Exhibit 7 (00:00:13 – 
00:00:32; Director Turner is “Speaker 1”). 

 During the same meeting, Director Turner further acknowledged that although cultivation 
without a state license is generally considered a high-severity violation, she and her staff were of 
the view that the Farm was “trying really hard to get this stuff done and squared away with the 
state,” and were one of the “people that the Board tells us we have to support.”  Based on these 
assurances and the Farm’s self-abatement, good-faith engagement, and progress on licensure, 
Director Turner made the decision not to recommend revocation stating: “I decided, I'm not 
putting you on the revocation list.” (Exhibit 7, 00:02:17.) 

 This acknowledgment by the Planning Department reflects an informed determination 
that the Farm was acting in good faith, cooperating with regulators, and moving toward full 
compliance.  As further validation of those efforts, the Farm’s State cultivation license was 
officially issued on July 24, 2023.  

The Farm has consistently demonstrated a compliant approach in its operations.  The 
company has promptly addressed every concern raised by authorities, showing an earnest 
willingness to correct any issues.  This cooperative track record includes maintaining open 
communication with the County, adhering to all cultivation regulations, payment of all taxes 
including the County cannabis business tax, and investing time and resources to meet both 
County and State requirements.  The Farm also consistently pays its County cultivation taxes in 
full and before the applicable deadlines, further evidencing its commitment to lawful operations.  
This history of good-faith compliance in combination with Justin’s current efforts weighs heavily 
in favor of allowing the Farm to continue its licensed operations under the MUP. 

Moreover, the Farm’s presence has been a positive force in the local regulated cannabis 
economy.  As one of the licensed operators in Lake County, the Farm contributes to the local 
economy through job creation and participation in the legal market, helping to suppress 
unregulated activities.  

Also, there is no ongoing public safety risk associated with the Farm’s activities.  All 
cultivation is conducted under proper licenses and oversight.  With Justin’s departure from 
management and his related actions, any past compliance concerns have been fully mitigated. 

Importantly, the County previously recognized the Farm’s dedication to compliance.  
When issues have arisen, the Farm worked with officials to resolve them and the County in turn 
allowed the Farm to continue operating as long as it was making progress (as evidenced by the 
Planning Commission’s decisions in 2022).  The Farm is simply asking for that same fair and 
reasonable consideration now.  The purpose of the cannabis regulatory program is to encourage 
operators to come into compliance and remain in good standing – the Farm has done exactly that. 

For all the reasons above, the Farm respectfully requests the Board not revoke its use 
permit.  The extraordinary steps it has taken – removing Justin from ownership and official 
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positions, clearing Justin’s record, and maintaining compliance with licensing requirements – 
ensure that the conditions which led to the permit issues have been remedied.  Revocation at this 
stage would only punish a community-minded business that has worked hard to align with all 
regulations.  Instead, allowing the Farm to continue operations under the MUP will encourage 
ongoing compliance and benefit the community by keeping a responsible operator in the legal 
market. 

Should the Board have any questions or require any further information regarding these 
updates, please do not hesitate to reach out.  Pillsbury Family Farms looks forward to the 
opportunity to continue serving Lake County responsibly.  Thank you for your attention to this 
matter. 

Sincerely, 

 
Tal Segev 
 

TS/ar 
 
Attachments 
cc: Mireya G. Turner (mireya.turner@lakecountyca.gov) 
 Johanna DeLong (johanna.delong@lakecountyca.gov)  
 Carolyn Purdy (carolyn.purdy@lakecountyca.gov)  
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