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From: Trish Turner
To: Ruby Mitts
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Deny Liu UP 20-33
Date: Tuesday, April 23, 2024 10:11:51 AM
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Comments received for UP 20-33 Liu Farms.
 

 
Trish Turner
Assistant Planner II
Department of Community Development
255 N. Forbes St.
Lakeport, CA 95453
Phone:  (707) 263-2221 x 38112
Fax: (707) 263-2225
Email: trish.turner@lakecountyca.gov
STAY CONNECTED:

          

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The contents of this email message and any attachments are
intended solely for the addressee(s) and may contain confidential and/or privileged
information and may be legally protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended
recipient of this message or their agent, or if this message has been addressed to you in error,
please immediately alert the sender by reply email and then delete this message and any
attachments. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use,
dissemination, copying, or storage of this message or its attachments is strictly prohibited.
 
 
 
From: Lake County Community Development - Planning Counter
<planningcounter@lakecountyca.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2024 10:08 AM
To: Trish Turner <Trish.Turner@lakecountyca.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Deny Liu UP 20-33

 
 
 
From: Donna Mackiewicz <donnammackiewicz@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2024 9:04 AM
To: Lake County Community Development - Planning Counter <planningcounter@lakecountyca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Deny Liu UP 20-33

 
Dear Planning Counter,

mailto:Trish.Turner@lakecountyca.gov
mailto:Ruby.Mitts@lakecountyca.gov
http://www.lakecountyca.gov/Government/Directory/Human_Resources.htm
https://www.facebook.com/County-of-Lake-Human-Resources-536899736753996/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/county-of-lake-hr
https://twitter.com/lakecocareers
mailto:donnammackiewicz@gmail.com
mailto:planningcounter@lakecountyca.gov







Please deny the Liu Farms request for Major Use Permit UP 20-33, IS 20-39, EA 20-40 for the
following reasons:

1.   Both access routes on High Valley Rd cross federal lands - BLM to the east and
Mendocino National Forest to the west. .Ryan Cooper, Field Manager, US
Department of the Interior “states " Permittee should be aware that transporting
cannabis across an existing right-of-way on federal lands to access a private parcel
is illegal under federal law and violators could face federal criminal action."

2.   There are multiple errors throughout the Initial Study:

3.    The biological study does not reflect the recovery from past fires.

4.   The Northwest Biological Study also reports there will be impacts but on page
75 of the new document it contradicts the bio study.

5.   High Valley Road is not fire safe in width of road or condition (please note the
numerous official reports especially by High Valley Road property owners)

6.   Northshore Fire could not respond quickly if a fire broke out.

7.   Project lighting does not follow the Dark Sky Initiative

8.   High Valley Ridge is a scenic corridor and is important for tourism.

9.   Trucks will travel E. Highway 20 to High Valley turning at East Lake School.
The reports do not reflect the impact on East Lake Elementary anywhere.

10.        High Valley Ridge is rich in history. Pomo tribes would meet yearly for a
swap meet using the ridge as travel coming all the way from the ocean. And the
stagecoach traveled using High Valley. Mauldin paper. 

11.        Hitch passage is very important and the bio study states "The CNDDB
reported the following special-status habitats in a 10-mile radius outside of the
Study Area: Clear Lake Drainage Cyprinid/ Catostomid Stream; Clear Lake
Drainage Seasonal Lakefish Spawning Stream; Coastal and Valley Freshwater
Marsh and Great Valley Mixed Riparian Forest.", As you may recall,  March 6,
2013, was the first report from Charton Bonham, Director State of CA Fish and
Wildlife to the importance of Hitch preservation. It is not too late, and we "county"
should do all we can to stop the extinction.

12.        Page 73 wording contradicts itself under discussion A and B. 

13.        Lake County CA is in the Pacific Flyway, used by hundreds of thousands of
birds and butterflies each year for migration. This was  not mentioned in any
reporting. Spotted Owl sightings are documented on High Valley Ridge - this was
not mentioned, either. The Spotted Owl is listed as Threatened under the
Endangered Species Act. 

14.        Why is a county document marked up in red with strike through and has
ERROR written in it - was the documentation not reviewed before posting this?



One would think the CDD/County would be embarrassed to present an unfinished
report or is this a format that will now be acceptable?

15.        The newer report filed this week does not reflect the following:
Thursday, April 16, 2020, 1:12 PM Simone Hingston, Subject: RE: Request for Review for
Major Use Permit (UP 20-33, IS 20-39, EA 20-40) For this project:

-          Require silt fences and straw wattles installation on the canopy's perimeter to
ensure water quality of Clear Lake.

-          Information of well's yield is missing.

-          Water availability analysis is inconclusive due to no info on the yield.

-          Information on installed measuring equipment (water flow and levels) is missing.
Yuliya Osetrova, Water Resources Engineer Ill, Lake County Water Resources Department
3. What is the Liu Pesticide Operator ID number as was requested by the comment on page 8
24-258 (hand-written by county employee. It reports the use of pesticides.
Please note the following taken directly from the on-line Northwest Biological Report
(my comments are in red)
2. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
The topography of the Study Area is mountainous and consists of the west-facing slopes of a
ridge crest. The slopes drain directly to Clear Lake. A small portion of the property
drains east down Sulphur Canyon into Long Valley. The elevation ranges from 2,600 feet to
3,050 feet above mean sea level. The Property is undeveloped land used for livestock ranging.
It is surrounded by Mendocino National Forest. The surrounding land uses
are private estates, timberland, recreation, and grazing land.
3.2. FIELD SURVEY
Consulting biologist Tim Nosal, MS. conducted a reconnaissance-level field survey on March
20, 2020.
4. RESULTS
4.1. INVENTORY OF FLORA AND FAUNA FROM FIELD SURVEY  Note: 105 bird
species are recorded for High Valley in
eBird.                                                                                                        The following animals
were detected within the Study Area during the field survey:                                          sharp-
tailed snake (Contia tenuis); Slugs are the primary food and salamanders Biologist Tim Nosel
found this animal so there must be water for their food. Like ephemeral pond or
stream.pileated woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus) eBird has never recorded a Pileated here
pointing to the importance of preserving it.red breasted nuthatch (Sitta canadensis) ) eBird has
never recorded a red-breasted nuthatch in High Valley pointing to the importance of
preserving the area. In fact, Redbud Audubon noted the disappearance of this species in the
past three of 50 years Christmas Bird Counts.Stellar’s jay (Cyanocitta stelleri) Only 3 sighting
reported in eBird,  one in Jan and 2 in Nov (none by me)Am. Kestrels (Year-round), Merlin
(Jan/Feb) eBird reports these birds of special concern as well as Prairie Falcon sightings in
Jan/Feb/Mar, Golden Eagle Feb/Aug/Nov and N. Harrier Jan/Feb/Apr/Sept/Nov again
alluding to the importance of preservation of the ecosystem.
Thank you for taking time to listen to my comments.
Sincerely,



Donna Mackiewicz March 2024
576 Surf Lane, Clearlake Oaks, CA 95423
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