
September 8, 2023 

Community Development Department 
Planning Division, Courthouse 
255 N. Forbes Street 
Lakeport, CA 95453 
Attn: Eric Porter 

RE: UP 21-40 and IS 21-42; 140 and 290 Soda Bay Rd. Lakeport, CA 

To whom it may concern: The Redbud Audubon Society appreciates the opportunity to 
comment on this proposed commercial cannabis grow project which is adjacent to an important 
wildlife habitat and preserve: The Wright Wetland Preserve, owned by the Lake County Land 
Trust.  

The proposed grow is adjacent to Manning Creek that flows through property that is in the final 
stages of being acquired by the Land Trust  This acquisition will insure the health of the Clear 
Lake hitch population that uses Manning Creek and eventually be open to the public for walking 
and other passive nature activities like bird watching. The Lake County Land Trust plans to 
restore Manning Creek’s flow to its original delta; enhancing the habitat to provide important 
benefits to protect the Clear Lake Hitch and help improve the water quality of Clear Lake in 
general by restoring a major delta to the lake. The Wright Wetland Preserve will combine with 
the newly acquired property to create a comprehensive wildlife preserve. 

We are concerned that the Biosurvey that was done for this project occurred during a historical 
drought. It therefore failed to take into account what happens when even a moderately heavy 
rainfall occurs, to say nothing of what could be expected in an actual flood year when the lake 
reaches 9 ft. and there is even more rainfall than we saw last winter. There is significant water 
flow from the Perkins’ property (APN No: 008-001- and 09, the site of the proposed grow) onto 
the Preserve. Presumably this large volume of water is from an overflow of Manning Creek on to 
the Perkin’s property. We believe the Land Trust has sent you images of this water flow, 
including images of numerous Clear Lake Hitch swimming in the water.  

We request that this issue, that has been thoroughly researched by the Lake County Land Trust, 
and is also a concern to the Redbud Audubon Society, be reviewed and a reliable Biosurvey 
produced. One of the main concerns is that a garden style grow on this property will have an 
adverse effect on the water quality of the inflow of the water onto the wetland preserve and 
eventually into Clear Lake. 

Thank you for your consideration 
Donna Mackiewicz, Conservation Chair, Redbud Audubon Society Inc.  
PO Box 5780, Clearlake, CA 95422    redbud.audubon@gmail.com  www.redbudaudubon.org 
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From: Melissa Aguirre
To: Eric Porter; Sarah Ryan
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Project 270 & 140 Soda Bay Rd. Lakeport
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 3:24:47 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Hi Eric,

I hope this email finds you great.
I was wondering if you received my last email? 
I have attached to this email.

Please let me know,

Thank you,
Melissa

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

On Thursday, November 2, 2023, 2:25 PM, Melissa Aguirre <melissaguirre@yahoo.com> wrote:

Hello Eric,

I emailed Mr. Green with my concerns for the Hitch habitat if the 270 & 140
project move forward.
He did say they would be performing a new research on this matter.
When this is complete, I would like a copy please.
I attached the email from Mr. Green for your information.
I am including Sarah Ryan, the director of the EPA program for Big Valley
Rancheria so she can see assist me with the information.

Thank you,

Melissa

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

On Friday, October 20, 2023, 9:45 AM, Melissa Aguirre <melissaguirre@yahoo.com>
wrote:

Mr. Green

Thank you for your quick response. 
I am glad to know that there will be a new study done on this matter and I
would like to get a copy of the finding if possible, please.
Yes, I will be attending the meeting via Zoom, thank you for the information.
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I appreciate it.

Melissa Aguirre

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

On Monday, October 16, 2023, 1:38 PM, Michael Green
<Michael.Green@lakecountyca.gov> wrote:

Hi Melissa:
 
Thank you for writing.  I’m not always aware of pending
cannabis projects as they move through the county’s
permitting process, if only because the Lake County Planning
Commission does most of the heavy lifting on review and
approval of project applications.
 
As you may or may not be aware, Lake County uses a
discretionary use permit process that includes
environmental review of proposed state-licensed cannabis
cultivation activities.  This process most often results in
preparation of an initial study and proposed findings that the
project will not cause a substantial impact on the
environment when mitigation measures are adopted in the
conditions of permit approval. Our Planning Commission
considers the initial study, proposed CEQA findings and
proposed conditions of permit approval at a public hearing. 
Without speaking to the merits of the project that prompted
your email, I do want to reassure you that cannabis
cultivation projects are vetted far more intensively than are
other types of agricultural activities of equal or greater size.
 
That said, the strong hitch spawning season this year has
provided strong anecdotal evidence that prior surveys of
hitch habitat in primary streams and tributaries may be
lacking in scope and detail.  After checking with staff, I’m
informed that additional information is being requested
regarding the initial study prepared for the project in
question.  My expectation is that the initial study may be
recirculated to better address the potential presence of
hitch habitat and to identify what mitigating measures, if
any, may be necessary to ensure adverse impacts do not
occur.
 
While your email is obviously centered on the project
proposed near your home, I wanted to make you aware that

https://www.lakecountyca.gov/1212/Planning-Commission
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the Clear Lake hitch emergency response is robust and
ongoing, involving the county, multiple state and federal
agencies and several local tribes including Big Valley
Rancheria.  This Thursday, the State Water Boards will hold a
public workshop at the BOS chambers in Lakeport to discuss
pending emergency regulations pertaining to well data and
water usage.  I’m attaching the notice and would invite you
to attend in person on Thursday or by Zoom on Oct. 24. 
 
More info is available here:
https://waterboards.ca.gov/clearlakehitch/
 
Thank you again for writing.  I believe strongly that we can
do much to protect the chi and the streams in which they
run without adversely impacting farms and businesses,
including cannabis farms.  Identifying and addressing gaps in
data collection and sharing which may stand as an obstacle
to hitch recovery planning efforts is Job One.
 
----------------------------------------
Michael S. Green
Dist. 4 Supervisor, County of Lake
Office:   (707) 263-2368, ext. 40103
Mobile: (707) 510-7079
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From: Melissa Aguirre <melissaguirre@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 13, 2023 9:58 AM
To: Michael Green <Michael.Green@lakecountyca.gov>
Cc: Sarah Ryan <sryan@big-valley.net>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Project 270 & 140 Soda Bay Rd.
Lakeport
 
Good morning Mr. Green
 
My name is Melissa Aguirre and I live at 290 Soda Bay
Rd, Lakeport. I live there with my husband and 2 children.
 
I am writing you because of the Cannabis Project in your
district that is being planned and looking to be approved to
open behind my home.  I believe this project will threaten the
already endangered hitch species.
I am not sure if you have had a chance to review their
environmental study from July 2019? If not, I would like to
encourage you to do so, as they do not make mention of the
hitch, plus the study was done in July when the creek is dry and
of course no signs of any fish. 
I would like to invite you to my home in the rain season so you
can see first hand how much fish swims through the creek. 
On page 16 of the initial study, it states "the assessment did not
identify any wildlife corridors on the site." Well that would be
because the creek is dry and all the fish have migrated to the
lake by then. It also goes on to say that "the proposed project
would not affect any wetlands, ephemeral drainages, or other
sensitive habitats..."  
I understand you have much knowledge on this species and
thought I would bring to your attention.

I hope I inspired you to look more into this matter. And would
like to hear from you.
I am also copying Sarah Ryan, the environmental director for
Big Valley Rancheria.

Thank you for your time,
 
Melissa Aguirre
290 Soda Bay Rd, Lakeport
melissaguirre@yahoo.com
707.245.7149
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From: Loren Woolridge
To: Eric Porter
Subject: [EXTERNAL] mitigated negative declaration IS 21-42
Date: Wednesday, September 13, 2023 11:47:44 AM

My property is across the street from the transfer station and i would like to speak against the
proposed pot farm for the following reasons:  1. this neighborhood doesn't need a crime
magnet    2. the proposed area is subject to flooding which could result in unknown
substances being spread into manning creek.   3. manning creek hosts a possible endangered
fish when flowing and serves as a wildlife corridor when dry;  lighting and around the clock
activity may be detrimental to the wildlife.   4. when the greenhouses start to fall apart,  who
will cleanup the plastic blowing everywhere?  5. i suggest a better location for a pot farm
would be at the already-failed pot farm located at the airport.      sincerely   loren wooldridge
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From: Andrew Amelung
To: Merry Jo Velasquez; Eric Porter; Julie Cannard; Jamie Henry
Cc: Valerie Nixon; Roberta Lyons; John Stierna; Catherine Koehler; Erica Lundquist; wdlincoln@gmail.com; Richard

Macedo; Thomas Horton
Subject: RE: Lake County Land Trust concerns about UP 21-40
Date: Tuesday, September 5, 2023 8:35:49 AM
Attachments: image002.jpg

image003.png

Hello Merry Jo,
 
Eric Porter is the assigned planner for this project and the correct person to contact. It is my
understanding that there was a correction that needed to be made on the Initial Study which is why
our Department, the Lead Agency, requested a withdraw of the circulation of the Initial Study in
order to make the correction. The correction was made (I believe it was an incorrect address or
parcel number) and then the Initial Study was recirculated. The project is still pending.
 
Sincerely,
 
 

    

Andrew Amelung
Program Manager
Community Development Department
Planning Division – 3rd Floor
255 N. Forbes St.
Lakeport, CA 95453
Phone:  (707) 263-2221
Fax: (707) 263-2225
Email: Andrew.Amelung@lakecountyca.gov  

 
 
CONFIDENTIAL OR PRIVILEGED:
This communication contains information intended only for the use of the individuals to whom it is addressed and may
contain information that is privileged, confidential or exempt from other disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are notified that any disclosure, printing, copying, distribution or use of the contents is prohibited. If
you have received this in error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone or by returning it by reply e-mail and then
permanently deleting the communication from your system.
 
 
 
 
From: Merry Jo Velasquez <merryjovelasquez@outlook.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 4, 2023 4:08 PM
To: Eric Porter <Eric.Porter@lakecountyca.gov>; Julie Cannard <Julie.Cannard@lakecountyca.gov>;
Andrew Amelung <Andrew.Amelung@lakecountyca.gov>; Jamie Henry
<Jamie.Henry@lakecountyca.gov>
Cc: Valerie Nixon <4val944@gmail.com>; Roberta Lyons <roberta.lyons@att.net>; John Stierna
<jnrstierna@aol.com>; Catherine Koehler <catherine.e.koehler@gmail.com>; Erica Lundquist
<ericalund3@gmail.com>; wdlincoln@gmail.com; Richard Macedo <rmacedo1961@gmail.com>;
Thomas Horton <hortonthomas@yahoo.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Lake County Land Trust concerns about UP 21-40
 
I have attached a document that details the concerns about this project and its threat to the Wright
Wetlands Preserve. 
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*Project Withdrawn Per Lead* Anthony and Matsuki Perkins, UP 21-40, 140 Soda Bay Road,
commercial cannabis

2 Documents in Project

Summary
SCH Number 2023080021
Lead Agency Lake County
Document Title *Project Withdrawn Per Lead™ Anthony and Matsuki Perkins, UP 21-40, 140 Soda Bay Road, commercial cannabis
Document Type MND - Mitigated Negative Declaration
Received 8/1/2023
Present Land Use Residential; zoning - "A-C3-DR-SC-WW-FF", Agriculture-Service Commercial-Design Review-Scenic Combining-

Waterway-Floodway Fringe; General Plan - Resource Conservation, Agriculture, Service Commercial

Document Description *Project Withdrawn Per Lead*
Major Use Permit for a proposed commercial cannabis cultivation, manufacturing, and distribution operation at
140 and 290 Soda Bay Road near Lakeport, California on Lake County APNs 008-001-08 & 09 (Project Property).
The total cultivation area is 94,120 ft2. The proposed commercial cannabis cultivation, manufacturing, and distri-
bution operation will be composed of two A-Type 3B “Medium Mixed-Light Tier 1” Cultivation License Types, an A-
Type 6 Non-Volatile Cannabis Manufacturing License Type, and an A-Type 11 Cannabis Distributor License Type.
The two A-Type 3B “Medium Mixed-Light Tier 1” Cultivation License Types will be composed of thirty (30) pro-
posed 3,000 ft2 greenhouses (15 for each license type) and a proposed 6,000 ft2 Processing and Non-Volatile
Manufacturing Facility (metal building) on Lake County APN 008-001-08. The A-Type 6 Non-Volatile Cannabis
Manufacturing License Type will also be located within the proposed Processing and Non-Volatile Manufacturing






 
In looking online for information on to whom this should be sent I came across this on the internet:
 
A white paper with black text

Description automatically generated

 
What does “*Project Withdrawn Per Lead*” mean?  Has the project actually been withdrawn?
 
The contact person listed on the website is Eric Porter.  If this isn’t the correct contact, please forward
this to whomever that might be.
 
As noted in our document, we want to be notified of any public hearings on the project.
 
Merry Jo Velasquez 
 
 

From: Eric Porter <Eric.Porter@lakecountyca.gov>
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2023 at 1:48 PM
To: Merry Jo Velasquez <merryjovelasquez@outlook.com>, Julie Cannard
<Julie.Cannard@lakecountyca.gov>, Andrew Amelung <Andrew.Amelung@lakecountyca.gov>,
Jamie Henry <Jamie.Henry@lakecountyca.gov>
Cc: Valerie Nixon <4val944@gmail.com>, Roberta Lyons <roberta.lyons@att.net>, John Stierna
<jnrstierna@aol.com>, Catherine Koehler <catherine.e.koehler@gmail.com>, Erica Lundquist
<ericalund3@gmail.com>, wdlincoln@gmail.com <wdlincoln@gmail.com>, Richard Macedo
<rmacedo1961@gmail.com>, Thomas Horton <hortonthomas@yahoo.com>
Subject: Public Information Request from the Lake County Land Trust

Re: UP 21-40, “140 Soda Bay Farms”
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Good afternoon Ms. Velazquez,
 
I’m forwarding your Public Information Request to Julie Cannard, who handles P.I. requests. I’ve also
copied the Manager of the Cannabis Program for Lake County so he will be aware of this request.
 
Eric Porter
 

From: Merry Jo Velasquez <merryjovelasquez@outlook.com> 
Sent: Thursday, August 10, 2023 1:38 PM
To: Eric Porter <Eric.Porter@lakecountyca.gov>
Cc: Valerie Nixon <4val944@gmail.com>; Roberta Lyons <roberta.lyons@att.net>; John Stierna
<jnrstierna@aol.com>; Catherine Koehler <catherine.e.koehler@gmail.com>; Erica Lundquist
<ericalund3@gmail.com>; wdlincoln@gmail.com; Richard Macedo <rmacedo1961@gmail.com>;
Thomas Horton <hortonthomas@yahoo.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Request from the Lake County Land Trust
 
We would like to see all document related to the Anthony and Matsuki Perkins use permit (UP21-40)
and Initial Study (IS 21-42).
 
Looking at the map that was provided, you can see the Manning Creek’s path turns left then right at the
south and west edge of the property.  When Manning overtopped this past winter, the Creek water
kept heading north with sheet flow across the property where they plan to have the grows. The water
then entered our Wright Wetlands Preserve.  There was so much water that we ended up with a
significant number of Clear Lake Hitch in the water as it flowed on our Preserve before entering Clear
Lake.  The hitch entered the property by swimming against the current of the temporary stream created
by the sheet flow.  We have both photographic documentation plus we invited the Big Valley Pomo
Hitch rescue people onto the property to save any stranded hitch.  So we have many witnesses to this.
 
Thanks for providing the documents to us.
 
Merry Jo Velasquez
Vice President and Lands Committee Chair, Lake County Land Trust
 
Merry Jo Velasquez 
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To whom it may concern:  This document outlines Lake 
County Land Trust’s concerns about water inflow from 
APN 008-001-08 across APN 008-001-09 (Perkins’ parcels) 
that enters the Wright Wetlands Preserve and Clear Lake.

We would like to be notified of any public 
hearings/meetings about this project.



The Lake County Land Trust appreciates the opportunity to comment on the application for a cannabis 
facility on property adjacent to the Wright Wetlands Preserve.  The Preserve is a key component in 
advancing the health of Clear Lake by preserving and enhancing the wetlands on the property.  
The Wright Wetlands Preserve is also important in that the historic Manning Creek delta is on the 
property. The Land Trust is in the final stages of acquiring the adjacent property on which the 
channelized Manning Creek currently flows.  We are in discussions with the NRCS on the appropriate 
funding mechanism for planning for and accomplishing restoration of Manning Creek flow to its 
original Delta.  This enhanced habitat will provide important benefits in the ongoing goal of protecting 
the Clear Lake hitch by providing greatly expanded wetlands in which the hatchlings will be able to 
mature with better protection from predation.  Improved wetlands flow will also reduce sediment entry 
into Clear Lake, improving water quality as well.
After historic drought (including the time in which the Perkins’ Biosurvey was carried out), this past 
winter has seen abundant rainfall.  This rainfall has revealed unexpected significant water flow from 
the Perkins’ property onto the Preserve.  Presumably, this large volume of water resulted from an 
overflow of Manning Creek on the Perkins’ property.  We are including in this document time- and 
GPS-stamped images taken this past winter of this flow.  We used a lidar-generated hillshade image 
available on the County Parcel Viewer to research how the water flows across the Perkins’ property 
onto the Preserve.  We also have images that document the significant volume of water that was 
flowing from Manning Creek, across the Perkins’ property, onto the Preserve.
The Land Trust has partnered with the Lake County RCD in a project to restore historic water flow on 
the Wright Preserve.  The funding for this project is a block grant from the CA RCD.  This project has 
been approved for statutory CEQA exemption.  The adverse impacts of a garden style grow on the 
water quality of the inflow must be addressed for the health of the Wright Wetlands Preserve.



Below is a list of the information in this document
•The location of the grow area on a lidar-generated hillshade image.
•The location of inflows from the Perkins’ parcels into the Wright Wetlands Preserve documented on 
January 19th, 2023.  
•The locations of inflows on lidar-generated hillshade image.
•Hillshade-based water flow from overtopped Manning Creek across the Perkins’ parcels.  Likely 
paths include through the planned grow area.
•Map of locations of images of the flow onto the Preserve that were captured on 1/19/23.  This is 
followed by the images.
•Images from mid-March 2023 documenting large numbers of hitch in the water flowing from the 
Perkins’ parcels along the southern border of the Wright Wetlands Preserve.
•Image showing the flow of water from the Perkins’ parcels along the southern border of the Wright 
Wetlands Preserve.
•Image of water flowing into the canal on the western side of the Wright Wetlands Preserve.  The 
canal is connected to Clear Lake at its northern end.  This is the access point for the hitch to the 
water flowing from the Perkins’ parcels.

At the end of this document there is a summary of the Land Trust concerns and a proposed solution.



Grow site on lidar-generated 
hillshade image of property
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red marks are sites of relevant observed inflow from APN 008-001-09 on 1/19/23

On the ground inspection on 1/19/23 with water flowing onto 
the Wright Wetlands Preserve
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Inflows marked in red in 
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Water flow from Manning Creek across APN 008-001-
08 and then 09 based on hillshade image



WRIGHT WETLAND PRESERVE 
BIG VALLEY WETLANDS 

Recommendations from observations on 01/19/2023 

El 
• Photos 01192023

-- Major Inflow Areas 

Full Lake 
Potential Wetland Edge '-..Y 7.56 ft Rumsey 

we an restored 
onnected ear Lake, 

cres 

inflow inflow inflow

inflow inflow

WRIGHT WETLAND PRESERVE 
BIG VALLEY WETLANDS 

Recommendations from observations on 01/19/2023 

El 
• Photos 01192023

-- Major Inflow Areas 

Full Lake 
Potential Wetland Edge '-..Y 7.56 ft Rumsey 

we an restored 
onnected ear Lake, 

cres 

inflow inflow inflow

inflow inflow

red arrows point to photo sites (taken with GPS) on 1/19/23

5 64 7 81 2 3 9

Points of reference.            



Figure 1: View to east from point 5. Note evidence of substantial flow to east on south side of berm. Flow was from Manning Creek inflow 
being diverted to east by the berm.



Figure 2: looking east of point 5.  Note water to the south.



Figure 3: inflow west of point 4.  Note water to the south.



Figure 4: inflow at point 4. 



Figure 5: inflow south of point 3. 



Figure 6: water south of point 3.  The vineyard is south and west of the photo point 



Figure 7: inflow west of point 2. 



Figure 8: looking south from west of point 2.  Image is at the boundary of APN 008-001-09 and parcel to the east 



Figure 9: inflow to the east of point 2 looking east along road. 



In March, 2023 hitch were observed in a channel that 
formed from the water from the Perkins’ property.



Hitch in temporary creek formed 
by inflow from Perkins’ property



Hitch Route

Berm and road on Wright Wetlands Preserve
Channel

Observed hitch in water from Perkins’ property



Spillway of water from Perkins’ property into canal/lake – 
route of hitch entry from lake/canal onto property.



Lake County Land Trust Concerns
• Water from Manning Creek crossed the Perkins’ parcels.
• There is evidence that some of this water crossed the planned greenhouse 

area.  Given the magnitude of water, waddles will not be effective.
• The planned growing conditions are high nutrient growth materials that 

will have nutrients replenished annually.
• The plan is to use ”garden beds” that will be in contact with the Manning 

Creek water as it crosses the property.
• Inevitably, the water that enters the Wright Wetlands Preserve and exits 

into Clear Lake will contain nutrients leached from the garden beds.
• This threat to the Wright Wetlands Preserve and Clear Lake can be 

alleviated by effective diversion of the overflow from Manning Creek 
around the grow site or a substantially higher levee along Manning Creek.
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