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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Honorable Lake County Board of Supervisors

FROM: Carol J. Huchingson, County Administrative Officer

For Gary Pace, Lake County Health Officer

DATE: September 14, 2021

SUBJECT:  Approve Continuation of a Local Health Emergency by the Lake County Health Officer for the Cache Fire

Executive Summary:

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

California Health and Safety Code section 101040 authorizes the local health officer to take any preventive measures
that may be necessary to protect and preserve public health from any public hazard during an emergency. The Health
Officer of Lake County finds that the Cache Fire that started in the City of Clearlake on August 18, 2021 meets the criteria
for a Public Health Proclamation. The fire has created an imminent threat to public health in the form of contaminated
debris from hazardous waste and materials and structural debris resulting from the destruction of structures and
vehicles, especially given the proximity to Cache Creek and the high risk of contamination of waterways that feed Clear
Lake and area drinking water supplies.  The hazardous waste debris poses a substantial present or potential hazard to
human health and the environment unless its removal and disposal is performed in a manner that will protect the public
health and safety.

If not budgeted, fill in the blanks below only:

Estimated Cost: unknown Amount Budgeted: ________ Additional Requested: ________ Future Annual Cost: ____

Consistency with Vision 2028 (check all that apply): ☐ Not applicable

☒ Well-being of Residents ☒ Public Safety ☒ Disaster Prevention, Preparedness, Recovery
☐ Economic Development ☐ infrastructure ☐ County Workforce
☒ Community Collaboration ☐ Business Process Efficiency ☒ Clear Lake

Recommended Action:
Approve Continuation of a Local Health Emergency by the Lake County Health Officer for the Cache
Fire
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